
Which of the following was not a Newmarket stagecoach proprietor:

 a) George Playter & Sons   b) Joseph Hewitt  c) T. Eaton Co.

Check your answer here: The Memorable Merchants and Trades, 1930-1950; The Main Street Story 1800 to 1950, 

1983, p. 138: Newmarket Public Library’s Digital History Collection (ourontario.ca)

Who was Newmarket’s first Post Master?

 a) W.B. Robinson  b) W. Roe  c) J.A. Bastedo 

Check your answer here: Newmarket - Library and Archives Canada (bac-lac.gc.ca)

All Ages
Online Learning

Activities
The Great Canadian Postal Trivia Challenge

The mail must go regardless of hail, rain or snow!

See if you can complete this challenge in under  
5 minutes! Click the links provided to check your answer. 

Post offices were once rare in rural communities.  
Newmarket’s early post offices were operated by 
influential local businessmen who established offices 
from their general stores.  An early method of mail 
delivery was by Stagecoach. One of several established 
stagecoach routes ran between Toronto and Holland 
Landing. 

Settlers that lived in the Barrie area traveled 56.4km 
by stagecoach to the closest post office which was 
in Newmarket. Mail delivery by stagecoach lasted in 
Newmarket until the arrival of the railroad in 1853.

https://news.ourontario.ca/newmarket/3582219/page/141?q=(mail%20AND%20order)&docid=OOI.3582219
https://news.ourontario.ca/newmarket/3582219/page/141?q=(mail%20AND%20order)&docid=OOI.3582219
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/CollectionSearch/Pages/record.aspx?app=posoffposmas&IdNumber=13955&new=-8585838044101800815


All Ages Online Learning Activities

Major developments to the postal system started happening in 1851!

The Province of Canada felt they could operate the postal system more effectively here 
rather than in England. Who did they petition in 1851 for transfer of authority?

 a) The British Crown   b) The British Post Office   

 c) British North American Act 

Who designed the first Canadian stamp?

 a) Sir George Simpson   b) Sir Sandford Fleming   

 c) Helen Roberta Fitzgerald 

In 1851, the first Canadian Stamp was one of the world’s first stamps not to feature a King 
or Queen. Instead, it featured one of these Canadian symbols:

 a) Beaver   b) Maple Leaf  c) Moose 

Check answers for the above questions here: Civilization.ca - A Chronology of Canadian Postal History 
(historymuseum.ca)

Mail delivery by stagecoach lasted in Newmarket until the arrival of the railroad.  
Which Railroad arrived in 1853?

 a) The Grand Trunk Railway   b) Canadian National Railway   

 c) Ontario Simcoe and Huron Railway 

Check your answer here: https://www.trha.ca/trha/history/stations/newmarket-station/

In 1856 Newmarket demanded improvement to the postal delivery service.

 a) Two mail delivery services per day            b) Express service  

 c) Home delivery service  

Check your answer here: https://news.ourontario.ca/newmarket/116404/page/3?n=1 
Hint: You can view the actual article on page 5.

What year did Newmarket become a Village?

 a) 1856   b) 1857   c) 1855 

Check your answer here: What year did newmarket become a village

https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/cpm/chrono/ch1851ce.html
https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/cpm/chrono/ch1851ce.html
https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/cpm/chrono/ch1851ce.html
https://news.ourontario.ca/newmarket/116404/page/3?n=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newmarket,_Ontario#:~:text=Today%2C%20this%20line%20is%20the%20%22Newmarket%20Subdivision%22%20of,700%2C%20with%20Donald%20Sutherland%20as%20the%20first%20reeve.


Who was named Postmaster General on July 13, 1896?

 a) George Albert Bastedo   b) J.E. Widdifield   c) Sir William Mulock 

Check your answer here: Civilization.ca - A Chronology of Canadian Postal History (historymuseum.ca)

In 1914 construction began on the Newmarket Federal building (aka Newmarket Post 
Office) located on Main Street. What unique design feature did it have?

 a) Bell tower with 1200 pound bell    b) Four-faced clock   

 c) Both (a) and (b) 

Check your answer here: HistoricPlaces.ca - HistoricPlaces.ca

Which Canadian stamp may have the most well-known printing error in the history  
of Canadian stamps?

 a) London to London Flights, 1927    b) St. Lawrence Seaway, 1959  

 c) Holy Family Christmas stamps, 1982 

Check your answer here: 7 most expensive Canadian stamps - Macleans.ca

In 1961 the first woman, other than the Queen, appeared on a Canadian stamp.   
Who was she?

 a) Nellie McClung    b) Pauline Johnson   c) Frances Ann Hopkins 

Check your answer here: Famous Canadian Women on Stamps - Johnson

In 1964 a series of special stamps were issued for:

 a) Christmas   b) Easter    c) Thanksgiving 

Check your answer here: 1964 Canadian Christmas stamps - Bing images

What year was the postal code introduced?

 a) 1971   b) 1972   c) 1970 

Check your answer here: Civilization.ca - A Chronology of Canadian Postal History (historymuseum.ca)
 

All Ages Online Learning Activities

https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/cpm/chrono/ch1896ae.html
https://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=14442#:~:text=Description%20of%20Historic%20Place%20The%20Newmarket%20Federal%20Building,South%20in%20the%20original%20downtown%20core%20of%20Newmarket.
https://www.macleans.ca/society/life/7-most-expensive-canadian-stamps/
http://famouscanadianwomen.com/stamps/johnson.htm
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=1964+canadian+christmas+stamps&qpvt=1964+canadian+christmas+stamps&form=IGRE&first=1&tsc=ImageBasicHover
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/92-195-x/2011001/other-autre/pc-cp/tbl/tbl9-eng.htm


In Newmarket, the first character in your postal code starts with the letter “L”.  
What do you think “L” stands for?

 a) Lower Canada    b) Central Ontario    c) Upper Lake Ontario Region 

Check your answer here: Table 9 First character of the postal code and corresponding province, territory or 
region (statcan.gc.ca)

Which animal has delivered mail, but not in Canada:

 a) Horse   b) Dog Team   c) Camel 

Check your answer here: Mail delivery by animal - Wikipedia

This well known Canadian author worked as an assistant postmaster at the local post 
office.

 a) Mazo de la Roche   b) Stephen Leacock   

 c) Lucy Maud Montgomery 

Check your answer here: Cavendish Post Office - Cavendish Beach (cavendishbeachpei.com)

Which of the following is not a Canada Post program:

 a) Write Here Write Now    b) Signed Sealed Delivered   

 c) National Santa Letter Writing  

Check your answer here: song, signed sealed delivered - Bing

According to a current Canada Post motto, it’s always the right time to:

 a) Make someone’s day    b) Say it with flowers  

 c) When you care enough to send the very best 

Check your answer here: Canada Post is making an offer that’ll be pretty hard to refuse (it hopes) 
RCI | English (rcinet.ca)

All Ages Online Learning Activities

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/92-195-x/2011001/other-autre/pc-cp/tbl/tbl9-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/92-195-x/2011001/other-autre/pc-cp/tbl/tbl9-eng.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mail_delivery_by_animal
https://cavendishbeachpei.com/members-operators/cavendish-post-office/
https://www.bing.com/search?q=song%2C+signed+sealed+delivered&qs=n&form=QBRE&sp=-1&pq=song%2C+signed+sealed+delivered&sc=4-29&sk=&cvid=742134E5E6694BB8B0B8B3B4157C6421
https://www.rcinet.ca/en/2021/02/26/canada-post-is-making-an-offer-thatll-be-pretty-hard-to-refuse-it-hopes/
https://www.rcinet.ca/en/2021/02/26/canada-post-is-making-an-offer-thatll-be-pretty-hard-to-refuse-it-hopes/


All Ages Online Learning Activities

Canadian Museum of History’s Stamp Collection video:

Video: Exploring Our History in the Canadian Stamp Collection exhibition  
Canadian Museum of History (historymuseum.ca)

Article from North York Sentinel, Pg2. July 24, 1856

https://www.historymuseum.ca/blog/video-exploring-our-history-in-the-canadian-stamp-collection-exhibition/#:~:text=Canadian%20Museum%20of%20History%20Stamp%20collecting%20is%20almost,form%20of%20transportation%20or%20even%20a%20cartoon%20character.
https://www.historymuseum.ca/blog/video-exploring-our-history-in-the-canadian-stamp-collection-exhibition/#:~:text=Canadian%20Museum%20of%20History%20Stamp%20collecting%20is%20almost,form%20of%20transportation%20or%20even%20a%20cartoon%20character.
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