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February 16, 2026 

Re: Item for Discussion – Elect Respect 

At its meeting of February 11, 2026, the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Bracebridge ratified 
motion #26-GC-009, regarding Elect Respect, as follows:  

“WHEREAS democracy is healthy when everyone is able to participate fully and safely 
and contribute to the well-being of their community; 

AND WHEREAS we are witnessing the dissolution of democratic discourse and 
respectful debate across all levels of government and in neighbouring jurisdictions;  

AND WHEREAS Ontario’s municipally elected officials are dealing with increasingly 
hostile, unsafe work environments facing threats and harassment; 

AND WHEREAS social media platforms have exacerbated disrespectful dialogue, 
negative commentary, and toxic engagement which disincentivizes individuals, especially 
women and candidates from diverse backgrounds from running for office; 

AND WHEREAS better decisions are made when democracy is respectful and 
constructive and the voices of diverse genders, identities, ethnicities, races, sexual 
orientation, ages and abilities are heard and represented around municipal council tables; 

AND WHEREAS the Association of Municipalities of Ontario’s Healthy Democracy 
Project has identified concerning trends with fewer people voting in local elections and 
running for municipal office; 

AND WHEREAS in 2024, female elected representatives from across Halton formed a 
group called H.E.R. (Halton Elected Representatives) which pledged to speak out against 
harassment and negativity in politics and call on elected officials to uphold the highest 
standards of conduct;  

AND WHEREAS H.E.R. Halton has launched a campaign called Elect Respect to 
promote the importance of healthy democracy and safe, inclusive, respectful work 
environments for all elected officials that encourages individuals to participate in the 
political process; 

AND WHEREAS on June 5, 2025, the Canadian Association of Feminist 
Parliamentarians launched a non-partisan “Parliamentary Civility Pledge” to encourage 
all parliamentarians to commit to end workplace harassment and increase civility on 
Parliament Hill, modelled after the pledge developed in Halton by representatives of 
H.E.R.;   
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Town of Bracebridge 
supports the Elect Respect pledge and commits to: 

• Treat others with respect in all spaces—public, private, and online; 

• Reject and call out harassment, abuse, and personal attacks; 

• Focus debate on ideas and policies, not personal attacks; 

• Help build a supportive culture where people of all backgrounds feel safe to run 
for and hold office; 

• Call on relevant authorities to ensure the protection of elected officials who face 
abuse or threats; and, 

• Model integrity and respect by holding one another to the highest standards of 
conduct. 

AND FURTHER THAT Bracebridge Council calls on elected officials, organizations and 
community members to support the Elect Respect campaign and sign the online pledge 
at www.electrespect.ca. 

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and 
Treasurers of Ontario (AMCTO) the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, the Muskoka 
Parry Sound MP and MPP, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Ontario 
Provincial Police (Bracebridge Detachment), the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and all 
Ontario municipalities.” 

In accordance with Council’s direction, I am forwarding you a copy of the resolution for your reference.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide any additional clarification in this regard.  

Yours truly, 

 
Lori McDonald 
Director of Corporate Services/Clerk 
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, February 17th, 2026

Resolution # RC26027 Meeting Order: 5

Moved by: Seconded

/) 4o

3)
WHEREAS LifeLabs has announced its intention to close its Greater Sudbury
laboratory, and the transfer of medical specimen processing from Northern Ontario to
laboratories in
southern Ontario; and

WHEREAS the Greater Sudbury laboratory provides essential diagnostic services to
communities across Northern Ontario, including urban, rural, and remote municipalities,
and plays a critical role in ensuring timely and reliable medical testing for Northern
residents; and

WHEREAS patients with chronic illness, newborns, long-term care residents, and
individuals on time-sensitive medications depend on predictable laboratory turnaround
times to support clinical decision-making; and

WHEREAS transporting medical specimens long distances to southern Ontario
increases the risk of delays, specimen degradation, and retesting, particularly during
frequent winter highway closures—potentially jeopardizing patient outcomes; and

WHEREAS Northern Ontario is already experiencing shortages of health-care
professionals, and the closure of this laboratory further undermines regional workforce
stability, training capacity, and recruitment and retention efforts;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality
of Wawa call on the Province of Ontario and the Ministry of Health to take immediate
action to ensure that essential medical laboratory services remain accessible within
Northern Ontario, including maintaining local laboratory processing capacity in Greater
Sudbury; and

Page 2...
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
medically appropriate laboratory
recognizing the unique geographic

the Province be urged to ensure reliable, timely, and
turnaround times for Northern Ontario patients,

and climatic challenges of the region; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Province be requested to protect and support the
Northern Ontario health-care workforce, including medical laboratory technologists, by
preventing further service centralization that disproportionately impacts Northern
communities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Minister
of Health, local Members of Provincial Parliament, FONOM, AMO, and ROMA.

RESOL Iv VOTE
E CARRIED MAYOR AND COUNCIL YES NO

LI DEFEATED Mitch Hatfield

El TABLED Cathy Cannon

El RECORDED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pilon

El PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Hoffmann

El WITHDRAWN Joseph Opato

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

fl Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote
and influence.

Clerk:

1AYOR - MELANIE PILON ER RAIJ%VILLE

This document is available in alternate formats.
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

Tuesday, February 17th, 2026

Resolution # RC26028 Meeting Order: 6

Moved by: Seconded by:

i ,g2 *tUJ
WHEREAS illegal passing of stopped school buses remains a serious and widespread
issue throughout the Province of Ontario, occurring an estimated 30,000 times per day;
and

WHEREAS these violations place children at unacceptable risk and continue to result in
preventable injuries and fatalities; and

WHEREAS municipalities require effective, modern enforcement tools to address this
dangerous and unlawful behaviour; and

WHEREAS Part XIV.3 (School Bus Camera Systems) of the Highway Traffic Act
authorizes the use of school bus stop-arm camera systems as an enforcement
mechanism; and

WHEREAS such systems have demonstrated success in deterring illegal passing,
improving driver compliance, and strengthening accountability; and

WHEREAS provincial funding and implementation support would help ensure
municipalities of all sizes are able to equitably deploy this technology; and

WHEREAS the “Let’s Remember Adam — Stop for the School Bus” campaign, launched
in memory of Adam Ranger, a five-year-old child who tragically lost his life when a
driver failed to stop for a school bus displaying its flashing lights and stop arm,
underscores the urgent need for continued public education, enforcement, and
technological solutions to better protect children travelling to and from school;

Page 2...
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Wawa

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

RESOLUTION

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of The Corporation of the
Municipality of Wawa hereby expresses its support for increased provincial investment
in and expansion of school bus stop-arm camera systems under Part XIV.3 of the
Highway Traffic Act; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Council respectfully calls upon the Province of
Ontario to provide municipalities with the necessary funding tools, legislative support,
and implementation guidance to advance school bus stop-arm camera systems and
complementary child-safety initiatives across Ontario; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT protecting children on Ontario’s roads is a shared
responsibility, and that through strong provincial leadership and municipal partnership,
meaningful progress can be made to prevent further tragedies and enhance road safety
for families across the province; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the
Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Transportation, the Minister of Education, the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Federation of Northern Ontario
Municipalities (FONOM), and all Ontario municipalities for their information and
consideration.

RESOLUTION RESULT
7:

RECQ1WED VOTE
D CARRIED MAYOR AND COUNCIL YES NO

DEFEATED Mitch Hatfield
TABLED Cathy Cannon

L RECORDED VOTE (SEE RIGHT) Melanie Pilon
PECUNIARY INTEREST DECLARED Jim Hoffmann

U WITHDRAWN Joseph Opato

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the general nature thereof.

U Disclosed the pecuniary interest and general name thereof and abstained from the discussion, vote
and influence.

Clerk:_______________________________

MAYOR - MELANIE PILON DEPUTY CLERKI1ZATHER RAINVILLE 1

This document is available in alternate formats.
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TOWNSHIP OF JOLY
P.O. Box 519 , Sundridge , Ontario , P0A 1Z0

Tel: 705-384-5428
February 10, 2026

RESOLUTION
Resolution # 2026-061

Agenda Item # 5.2 Support for steel and lumber sectors

Moved By : Bill Black

Seconded By : Tom Bryson

Council for the Corporation of the Township of Joly hereby Supports The Township of Nairn and Hyman Resolution #2025-14-
247;

WHEREAS the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) has issued a media release dated November 26, 2025, 
welcoming the Government of Canada's new measures to support the steel and softwood lumber sectors in response to ongoing U.S. 
tariff pressures; and

WHEREAS the federal actions-including strengthened protections for domestic producers, expanded financial supports, and increased 
incentives to utilize Canadian steel and lumber in federal infrastructure and housing projects-represent important steps in stabilizing 
industries that are vital to Northern Ontario's economy; and

WHEREAS municipalities across the North continue to experience the economic impacts of industry closures, including the recent 
shutdown of Domtar a pulp and paper mill in the neighboring Town of Espanola, which has demonstrated the vulnerability of resource-
dependent communities and the need for coordinated intergovernmental support; and

WHEREAS the Township of Joly recognizes the significant role of lnterfor, our local soft-wood lumber mill, as a major employer and 
economic anchor in our region, and further recognizes that any threat to its continued operation would have devastating consequences 
for workers, families, and local businesses; and

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has a shared responsibility to ensure the long-term sustainability of the forestry, lumber, and steel 
sectors, which are foundational to the economic wellbeing of Northern and rural communities;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council of the Township of Joly commends the Government of Canada for its leadership 
and for implementing substantial measures to support Canada's steel and softwood lumber industries during this period of trade 
volatility; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Council respectfully urges the Government of Ontario to introduce additional financial, regulatory, 
and policy-based supports to ensure that Ontario's steel, forestry, and lumber sectors remain competitive, resilient, and able to withstand 
ongoing international trade pressures; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Council specifically calls upon the Province of Ontario to work directly with industry stakeholders, 
including municipalities and major employers such as lnterfor, to create programs and investments that will help protect jobs, maintain 
production capacity, and support long-term industry growth in Northern Ontario; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Prime Minister of Canada, the Premier of Ontario, the 
Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, the Minister of Northern Development, FONOM, MP, MPP all Ontario Municipalities.

Carried

Original Copy Signed___________
Mayor
Township of Joly

2/18/26, 2:06 PM All-Net Meetings V3

https://joly.allnetmeetings.com/AdminAgenda/adminPrintResolution.aspx?aId=ED0FE1FC-3509-47D0-8235-934D15EF924C&agId=325FE2E6-A158-4… 1/1
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ptbocounty.ca 705-743-0380 
1-800-710-9586 

County Courthouse 
470 Water Street 
Peterborough, ON, K9H 3M3 
 

February 19, 2026 

 

The Honourable Doug Ford 

Premier of Ontario 

 

The Honourable Prabmeet Sarkaria 

Minister of Transportation 

Province of Ontario 

 

Re: Municipal Support for School Bus Safety and Stop-Arm Camera Systems 

Dear Premier Ford and Minister Sarkaria, 

On behalf of the Council of the Corporation of the County of Peterborough, I am writing 

to express our strong support for enhanced school bus safety measures across Ontario, 

including the implementation of school bus stop-arm camera systems and other child-

safety technologies. 

Illegal passing of stopped school buses remains a serious and widespread issue 

throughout the province, occurring an estimated 30,000 times per day. These violations 

place children at unacceptable risk and continue to result in preventable injuries and 

fatalities. Municipalities require effective, modern enforcement tools to address this 

dangerous behaviour. 

The County of Peterborough supports provincial investment in and expansion of school 

bus stop-arm camera systems under Part XIV.3 (School Bus Camera Systems) of the 

Highway Traffic Act. These systems have demonstrated success in deterring illegal 

passing, improving driver compliance, and strengthening accountability. Provincial 
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ptbocounty.ca 705-743-0380 
1-800-710-9586 

County Courthouse 
470 Water Street 
Peterborough, ON, K9H 3M3 
 

funding and implementation support would help ensure municipalities of all sizes can 

deploy this technology equitably. 

We also support the Let’s Remember Adam – Stop for the School Bus campaign, 

launched in memory of Adam Ranger, a five-year-old child who tragically lost his life 

when a driver failed to stop for a school bus displaying its flashing lights and stop arm. 

This tragedy highlights the urgent need for continued public education, enforcement, 

and the use of technology to better protect children travelling to and from school. 

We respectfully call on the Province of Ontario to provide municipalities with the 

necessary funding tools, legislative support, and implementation guidance to advance 

school bus stop-arm camera systems and complementary child-safety initiatives across 

Ontario. 

Protecting children on our roads is a shared responsibility. Through strong provincial 

leadership and municipal partnership, meaningful progress can be made to prevent 

further tragedies and enhance road safety for families across Ontario. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

 
Bonnie Clark 

Warden 

County of Peterborough 

 

cc: 

The Honourable Steve Clark, Government House Leader 

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 

Ontario Municipalities 
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TOWNSHIP OF JOLY
P.O. Box 519 , Sundridge , Ontario , P0A 1Z0

Tel: 705-384-5428
February 10, 2026

 
 

RESOLUTION
Resolution # 2026-060

Agenda Item # 5.1 Nation Building Improvements to Highways 11/17

Moved By : Budd Brown

Seconded By : Bill Black

WHEREAS Canada's east-west trade and national mobility rely on the Trans-Canada Highway system, including Highways 17 and 11
across Northern and Eastern Ontario, which carry significant freight volumes but remain predominantly two-lane corridors;

AND WHEREAS four-laning the entirety of Highway 17 is the ultimate goal of the communities along the corridor;

AND WHEREAS the proven "2+1" highway design - alternating passing lanes with a continuous median barrier - delivers safety
outcomes comparable to full twinning at substantially lower cost, land, and environmental impact, and can be scaled or converted to four
lanes (2+2) as volumes grow;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has announced a 2+1 pilot between North Bay and Temagami and a further extension
toward Cochrane, creating a near-term implementation pathway;

AND WHEREAS modernizing Highways 17 and 11 will improve safety, reduce closures, strengthen supply-chain reliability for mining,
forestry, agriculture, tourism and manufacturing, and enhance national resilience and emergency response capacity;

AND WHEREAS a phased 2+1 build - prioritizing Highway 11 (North Bay -+ Cochrane, then Cochrane -+ Nipigon) and key sections of
Highway 17 (western border of County of Renfrew-+ Sudbury; Sault Ste. Marie--+ Sudbury; Thunder Bay--+ Kenora) - aligns with nation-
building criteria, supports economic reconciliation with indigenous partners, and enables integrated EV charging and low-carbon
construction practices;

AND WHEREAS analysis summarized by the Federation of Northem Ontario Municipalities, (FONOM) demonstrates high freight
demand on these routes and strong safety / economic rationale tor a 2+1 program;

BE lT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the Council for the Corporation of the Township of Joly formally endorses the adoption and
phased implementation of a 2+1 highway program on Highways 17 and 11 as a nation-building project;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Government of Canada be urged to designate this initiative as a project of national
interest under the Building Canada Act and to partner with Ontario to co-fund and accelerate planning, design, procurement, and
construction;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Government of Ontario be urged to expand the announced pilot to a corridor-wide
program, sequencing works according to readiness, safety benefit and economic importance;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Government of Ontario prioritize these projects into the Ministry of Transportation’s Major
Projects Division;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT both governments ensure early, ongoing, and capacity supported engagement with affected
Indigenous Nations, with opportunities for Indigenous training, contracting, and equity participation ;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the program incorporate corridor-wide safety features (barrier-separated 2+1 cross-sections,
controlled passing frequency, wildlife considerations), resilience measures (closure mitigation, climate adaptation), and clean-growth
elements (EV charging readiness, recycled aggregates, lower-carbon materials) ;

2/18/26, 1:56 PM All-Net Meetings V3

https://joly.allnetmeetings.com/AdminAgenda/adminPrintResolution.aspx?aId=402B4711-D1FC-408D-956F-CA3D68634A6D&agId=325FE2E6-A158-4… 1/2
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AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this Resolution be sent to the Prime Minister of Canada, the Premier of Ontario, the Minister 
of Transport (Canada), the Minister of infrastructure (Canada), the Ontario Minister of Transportation, our local MP and MPP, Federation 
of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM), Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA), Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario (AMO), Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), Eastern Ontario Wardens' 
Gaucus (EOWC) for support, and the County of Renfrew for information.

Carried

Original Copy Signed_
Mayor
Township of Joly

2/18/26, 1:56 PM All-Net Meetings V3

https://joly.allnetmeetings.com/AdminAgenda/adminPrintResolution.aspx?aId=402B4711-D1FC-408D-956F-CA3D68634A6D&agId=325FE2E6-A158-4… 2/2
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TOWNSHIP OF JOLY
P.O. Box 519 , Sundridge , Ontario , P0A 1Z0

Tel: 705-384-5428
February 10, 2026

RESOLUTION
Resolution # 2026-062

Agenda Item # 5.3 Support Opposition to consolidation of Conservation Authorities

Moved By : Tom Bryson

Seconded By : Chris Nicholson

Council for the Corporation of the Township of Joly hereby support the Town of Kingsville Resolution number 195-11172025.

Whereas the Conservation Authorities Act, 1990 (the “Act”), originally enacted in 1946, was established to allow municipalities to form
conservation authorities that are equipped to develop and deliver local, watershed-based conservation, restoration and natural resource
management programs on behalf of the province and municipalities;

And whereas there are thirty-six (36) conservation authorities in Ontario, each of which is distinct and reflects the unique environmental,
geographic and community needs of its watershed;

And whereas on October 31, 2025, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks announced the Government’s intention to
introduce legislation which would amend the Act to create the Ontario Provincial
Conservation Agency and consolidate Ontario’s 36 conservation authorities into seven (7) regional conservation authorities.

NOW Therefore Be It Resolved Council for the Corporation of The Township of Joly:

Wishes to formally state that it opposes the consolidation of Ontario’s conservation authorities without knowing the full financial
and operational impact to municipalities and the conservation authorities; and,
Directs the Municipal Administrator to forward a copy of this resolution to the Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, the
Honourable Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, Todd McCarthy, the Honourable Rob Flack, Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing, Anthony Leardi, MPP, AMCTO, AMO and all Ontario Municipalities.

Carried

Original copy Signed 
Mayor
Township of Joly

2/18/26, 2:45 PM All-Net Meetings V3

https://joly.allnetmeetings.com/AdminAgenda/adminPrintResolution.aspx?aId=2CD28A5D-FF4C-44E9-9729-31E61C9802C8&agId=325FE2E6-A158-4… 1/1
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The Gorporation of the Municipalityof St. Charles
RESOLUTION PAGE

Regular Meeting of Gouncil

{genda Number:

Resolution Number

Title:

Date:

5.4.1.

2026-022

Resolution of Support - Moosonee - Strengthening Self-Defence
Protections and Addressing Rising Home lnvasions in Ontario

February 18,2026

Moved by:

Seconded by:

Councillor Pothier

Councillor Lachance

BE lT RESOLVED THAT Council for the Corporation of the Municipality of St.-Gharles hereby supporb
Resolution Number 2026-00g passed on January 6,2026 by the Gorporation of the Town of Moosonee
regarding strengthening selfdefence protections and addressing rising home invasions in Ontario;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Prime Minister of
Canada, the Minister of Justice and Aftomey General of Ganada, the Premier of Ontario, the Attomey
General of Ontario, the Solicitor General of Ontario, our local Member of Parliament (MP), our local
Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP), and all Ontario Municipalities.

CARRIED

OR
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Ontario Public Works Association 
Box 172, Main Post Office 

  Port Perry Ontario 
L9L1A2 

 
https://ontario.apwa.org 

 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

Ontario Public Works Association Announces 2026 Executive Committee and Board 
of Directors 

 
The Ontario Public Works Association (OPWA) is pleased to announce its 2026 Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors, as presented for election at the Association’s recent Annual 
General Meeting.  
 
OPWA will be led in 2026 by a six-member Executive Committee and a 14-member Board of 
Directors, providing a strong mix of public and private sector public works professionals 
committed to leadership excellence, sector collaboration, and advancing public works innovation 
across Ontario.  
 
Executive Committee – 2026 
OPWA is pleased to announce that Marco Bertoia, City of Toronto, will serve as President 
for 2026, having been elected President-Elect in 2025. 
 
The following public works professionals were elected to serve as Executive Officers for the 
2026 term: 
 
• President-Elect - Denise McGoldrick, City of Kitchener 
• Vice President    - Mariana Balaban, Norfolk County 
• Past President    - Max Ross, Retired 
• Treasurer            - Erik Nickel, City of Niagara Falls 
• Secretary              - Margie Chung 
• APWA Council of Chapters Ontario Delegate - Ed Dujlovic, Retired 
• CPWA Director  - Angela Storey, City of Hamilton 
 
Board of Directors – 2026 
Newly elected Directors: 
 
• Fariha Mannan, Region of Durham 
• Angela Carley, TYLin 
• Dave Ferguson, City of Brantford 
• Enrico Stradiotto, Canadian Concrete Pipe & Precast Association 
• Don Kudo, County of Wellington 
• Haider Nasrullah, DeepRoot  
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Ontario Public Works Association 
Box 172, Main Post Office 

  Port Perry Ontario 
L9L1A2 

 
https://ontario.apwa.org 

 

 
Continuing Directors: 
 
• Hiran Sandanayake, City of Ottawa 
• Geoff Britnell 
• Joseph Petrungaro, Region of York 
• Mark Cavanaugh, Region of Durham 
• Mark Zamojc, GEI 
• Tracey Anastacio, City of Brampton 
• Doug Keenie, R.J. Burnside & Associates 
• Philip Rowe, R.J. Burnside & Associates 
 
At the Annual General Meeting, President Marco Bertoia outlined his vision for the year ahead: 
 
“In 2026, OPWA will continue to strengthen connections across Ontario’s public works 
community, support professional development, and champion excellence in municipal 
infrastructure and service delivery. This Board brings together experienced leaders from across 
the province who are committed to collaboration, innovation, and supporting municipalities as 
they plan, build, and maintain critical public infrastructure.” 
 
 
Contact: 
Ontario Public Works Association (OPWA) 
Email:  info@opwa.ca 
Website:  https://ontario.apwa.org 
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OPP DETACHMENT BOARD-JAMES BAY EAST  
Cassandra Child, AOMC, Dipl.M.A. – Secretary-Treasurer 
171 Fourth Avenue 
Cochrane, Ontario, Canada, P0L 1C0 
T: 705-272-4361| F: 705-272-6068 
E: cassandra.child@cochraneontario.com 
 

 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY/TREASURER OPP DETACHMENT BOARD-JAMES BAY EAST 

 

 

 

February 20, 2026 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 

The Honourable Michael Kerzner 
Solicitor General 
Ministry of the Solicitor General 
25 Grosvenor Street, 18th Floor 
Toronto, ON M7A 1Y6 

The Honourable Zee Hamid 
Associate Solicitor General for Auto Theft and Bail Reform 
Ministry of the Solicitor General 
25 Grosvenor Street, 18th Floor 
Toronto, ON M7A 1Y6 

MPP John Vanthof 
Pinewood Centre, Unit 5 
247 Whitewood Avenue 
New Liskeard, ON P0J 1P0 
 
Dear Leaders,  

On behalf of the OPP Detachment Board – James Bay East I am pleased to offer this letter in strong support of Victim 
Crisis Assistance Ontario (VCAO) agencies across the province and the development of a coordinated Provincial Bail 
Notification Program. 

VCAO organizations are essential partners in community safety and well-being. They provide immediate, trauma-
informed support to individuals and families affected by crime and tragic circumstances, often at the most vulnerable 
moments in their lives. Their staff and volunteers work closely with police services to ensure survivors receive timely 
safety planning, crisis intervention, and connections to critical supports. This partnership enhances our ability to 
respond effectively, reduces risk, and strengthens trust with those we serve. 

Timely and reliable bail notification is a vital component of victim safety. The current system is inconsistent across 
jurisdictions and leaves survivors at risk when they are not informed of release conditions or bail decisions that may 
impact their safety planning. A province-wide bail notification program, led in partnership with VCAO agencies, will 
ensure victims receive clear, coordinated, and rapid notification, regardless of where the offence occurred or where 
the accused is released. This is not only a matter of safety but also an essential part of ensuring victims’ rights, 
dignity, and confidence in the justice system. 

The OPP Detachment Board- James Bay East fully supports: 

1. Strengthened investment in VCAO agencies, recognizing them as critical frontline partners in community 
safety and in supporting survivors of crime. 
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2. A standardized, province-wide bail notification system, designed in partnership with police services, VCAOs, 
and justice partners to promote timely communication, reduce risk, and improve outcomes for victims. 

3. Ongoing collaboration between police and VCAO, including shared training, coordinated response models, 
and information pathways that improve both public safety and victim care. 

VCAO agencies deliver high-quality services that directly complement police response. A provincial bail notification 
program will further enhance our collective ability to keep communities safe and uphold the rights of survivors. We 
urge the Government of Ontario to move forward with the development, implementation, and sustainable funding of 
this program. 

Thank you for your consideration. The OPP Detachment Board-James Bay East is committed to working 
collaboratively and constructively with our VCAO partners and with provincial ministries to support this important and 
urgently needed initiative. 

 

Yours truly, 
 
 
OPP DETACHMENT BOARD-JAMES BAY EAST 
 

 
Cassandra Child, AOMC, Dipl.M.A. 
Secretary/Treasurer 

 
 
/crc 
 
c.c. 

All Ontario municipalities 
All Ontario OPP Detachment Boards 
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Township of Southgate  Phone: 519-923-2110 
Administration Office Toll Free: 1-888-560-6607 
185667 Grey County Road 9, RR 1  Fax: 519-923-9262 
Dundalk, ON N0C 1B0  Web: www.southgate.ca 

February 20, 2026 

Re: Township of Southgate – Support for Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025 

Please be advised that at the February 18, 2026, regular Council meeting, the Council 
of the Corporation of the Township of Southgate, approved the following:  

No. 2026-073 
Moved By Councillor Shipston
Seconded By Councillor Ferguson

WHEREAS arable land is a critical finite resource; and 
WHEREAS Ontario loses as much as 319 acres of farmland a day; and 
WHEREAS Ontario’s farmland provides food, fiber and fuel to all of Ontario and 
beyond; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of 
Southgate support Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, 2025 and strongly urges the 
provincial government to support this and every measure t protect our farmland, to 
aggressively prevent further losses and to ensure the future of agriculture in Ontario 
for future generations; and 
That a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 
Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Minister of Economic 
Development, Job Creation and Trade, MPP Paul Vickers, Senator Rob Black, the 
Ontario Federation of Agriculture, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and all 
Municipalities in Ontario. 

If you have any questions, please contact our office at (519) 923-2110. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsey Green, Clerk 
Township of Southgate 
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CC: Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
      Honourable Trevor Jones, Minister of Agriculture Food and Agribusiness 
      Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks       
      Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs 
      Honourable Victor Fedeli, Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and 
      Trade 
      MPP Paul Vickers – Bruce – Grey – Owen Sound 
      Senator Rob Black 
      Ontario Federation of Agriculture 
      Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
      Municipalities in Ontario 
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MARKETING
EFFORTS

AMO
CONFERENCE

PROVINCIAL
AGGREGATE

POLICY
FRAMEWORK

COMMITTEE
VACANCY

NEW
MEMBERS

THE
AGGREGATE
RESOURCES

ACT

Introducing TAPMO’s Next Phase of 
Engagement
As TAPMO enters 2026, the organization is
launching a new phase focused on strengthening
member engagement, improving information-
sharing, and better supporting municipalities in
navigating aggregate-related issues.

TAPMO is pleased to be working with Alyssa
Gosse to lead its communications and marketing
efforts. As a freelance communications and
strategy professional, Alyssa has developed a
forward-looking approach focused on improving
the clarity and consistency of TAPMO
communications, strengthening advocacy through
timely policy updates and issue briefings, and
developing practical tools, templates, and
guidance materials to support municipal decision-
making.

Advocating for Stronger Oversight at the
AMO Conference
At the 2025 AMO Conference in Ottawa, members of the TAPMO Executive
Committee met with Dawn Murphy-Gallagher, Parliamentary Assistant to the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), along with senior Ministry
staff. The delegation, led by Board Chair James Seeley, called for increased
provincial funding for inspections of aggregate sites to ensure strong
environmental and safety standards, as well as the implementation of annual
inspection plans across all operations to improve oversight and consistency.
TAPMO also emphasized the importance of publicly posting non-compliance
offences to improve transparency, promote accountability, and strengthen
public trust, noting that transparency acts as a deterrent to non-compliance and
reinforces Ontario’s commitment to high regulatory standards.

HIGHLIGHTS

NEWS LETTER

This newsletter marks the first step in this strategy and the beginning of a more
regular communications program. Future updates will provide timely insights on
policy and regulatory developments, highlight key issues facing aggregate-
producing municipalities, and share resources designed to support members’
work at the local level.
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Following the resignation of
an Executive Committee
Member, TAPMO is seeking
one member from the
Greater
Toronto/Hamilton/Niagara
District to fill a vacancy on
the Executive Committee.

Interested members are
invited to submit an
expression of interest by
4:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 13, 2026 by email
executivedirector@tapmo.ca

Committee
Vacancy

TAPMO Comments on Amendments to the
Provincial Aggregate Policy Framework
TAPMO recently submitted comments to the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry regarding proposed amendments to the provincial aggregate policy
framework.

In its submission, TAPMO focused on three key priorities:

1. Fair, Consistent, and Efficient Approvals
TAPMO called for a proactive and streamlined consultation and approval process that
is fair, consistent, and accessible, while reducing unnecessary delays and maintaining
clear municipal requirements and meaningful community engagement.

2. Cost Recovery for Municipalities
TAPMO emphasized that taxpayers should not subsidize aggregate operations.
Property taxes must reflect the true cost of municipal services, and aggregate levies
must adequately cover infrastructure damage caused by aggregate haulage.

3. Balanced and Sustainable Solutions
TAPMO supported the development of constructive solutions that balance growth in
Ontario’s aggregate sector with municipal and community needs through stronger
collaboration, clearer technical standards, and improved haul route planning.

Members are encouraged to submit similar comments to MNRF at
aggregates@ontario.ca. For a copy of TAPMO’s full submission, please contact
executivedirector@tapmo.ca. 

TAPMO is pleased to welcome the
Township of Ashfield-Colborne-
Wawanosh and the Township of Ramara
as new member municipalities. With their
addition, TAPMO now represents 26
active member municipalities across
Ontario.

New Members
TAPMO Welcomes
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Ministry of Natural Resources Interpretation of
Imported Materials under the

Overview
In October 2025, the TAPMO Chair, Mayor James Seeley, met with senior staff from the
Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) to seek clarification on how the Aggregate
Resources Act (ARA) is currently being interpreted with respect to the importation,
processing, and blending of aggregate materials from other licensed sites. This
discussion has since been followed by written confirmation from the Ministry outlining its
current position.

Ministry Interpretation
According to the MNR’s written clarification, where a licensed aggregate site’s site plan
explicitly permits the importation of aggregate materials, the licence authorizes the
following:

Aggregate material may be imported from other licensed sites in Ontario.
Imported material does not count toward the site’s annual licensed tonnage limit.
Where site plans also permit processing, including blending, the licensee may
process imported material for the duration of the licence, unless the site plan is
amended or surrendered.
The Ministry is currently reviewing whether imported material that is subsequently
processed or blended should count toward licensed tonnage limits. While the current
interpretation is that it does not, this position remains under internal review.

Under the Ministry’s current interpretation, sites with explicit importation permissions
may import unlimited quantities of aggregate from other licensed sites in Ontario for the
life of the licence. These imported volumes are not subject to annual tonnage caps, nor
are they subject to TOARC fees.

Municipal Considerations
This interpretation raises important concerns from a municipal land use planning and
governance perspective. In practice, a site with importation, processing, and blending
permissions could function as a permanent off-site processing facility without tonnage
restrictions or associated fee obligations, even after on-site extraction activities have
ceased.

Such an outcome may conflict with the intent of aggregate operations as interim land
uses under the Planning Act, where rehabilitation and transition to appropriate end uses
are key expectations. The interpretation also has broader implications for environmental
management, long-term land use planning, infrastructure impacts, and community
compatibility.

Municipalities have a vested interest in ensuring that aggregate operations operate
within the scope originally contemplated by both the Aggregate Resources Act and the
Planning Act, and that regulatory interpretations do not unintentionally extend or
intensify industrial activity without appropriate oversight, consultation, or compensation
mechanisms.

Next Steps
While the Ministry’s clarification provides
valuable insight into its current interpretation of
the ARA, certain elements remain under review.
TAPMO will continue to monitor the Ministry’s
internal evaluation and will share updates as
further clarification becomes available.

Members are encouraged to share experiences
or questions related to ARA interpretation and
site plan permissions, as continued dialogue and
coordination may support greater consistency in
understanding and application across Ontario
municipalities.

To learn more about
TAPMO’s work, visit
www.tapmo.ca or email
executivedirector@tapmo.ca. 

Become a Member

Aggregate Resources Act
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Simon Granat 
Legislative Coordinator 

Town of Newmarket 

395 Mulock Drive   

P.O. Box 328 Station Main  

Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 

Email: sgranat@newmarket.ca 

Tel: 905-953-5300 ext. 2207 

Fax:  905-953-5100 

 
 

Page 1 of 2 
 

February 25, 2026 

Sent to: tng@epilepsyyork.org  

Dear Tina Ng: 

RE: Amended Proclamation, Lighting, and Flag Raising Request – Epilepsy Awareness 

Month and Purple Day 

 

 

I am writing to advise that your amended proclamation request has been approved in accordance 

with the Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, 

and the Town of Newmarket will proclaim March 2026 as Epilepsy Awareness Month and Purple 

Day. Approved proclamations, lighting requests, and community flag raisings will be listed on the 

Town’s website. Approved lighting and community flag raisings will also be communicated to the 

public through the Town’s social media.   

 

In addition, the Fred A. Lundy Bridge located on Water Street will be illuminated in purple on 

March 26, 2026 to recognize Epilepsy Awareness Month and Purple Day. Please note that the 

lighting will occur from sunset until 11:00 PM.   

 

In addition, the community flag pole located at the Newmarket Municipal Offices (395 Mulock 

Drive) will fly your flag on March 25 to 27, 2026 to recognize Epilepsy Awareness Month and 

Purple Day. Please note that the flag must be dropped off at the Town of Newmarket Municipal 

Offices, Customer Service, located at 395 Mulock Drive by 4:00 PM on March 23, 2026 ATTN: 

Facility Services. Alternatively, you can leave it in the drop off box at the front of the building 

after 4:00 PM. 
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Simon Granat 
Legislative Coordinator 

Town of Newmarket 

395 Mulock Drive   

P.O. Box 328 Station Main  

Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 

Email: sgranat@newmarket.ca 

Tel: 905-953-5300 ext. 2207 

Fax:  905-953-5100 

 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Simon Granat 

Legislative Coordinator 
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Simon Granat 
Legislative Coordinator 

Town of Newmarket 

395 Mulock Drive   

P.O. Box 328 Station Main  

Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 

Email: sgranat@newmarket.ca 

Tel: 905-953-5300 ext. 2207 

Fax:  905-953-5100 

 
 
February 18, 2026 

Sent to:  

Dear Angel Freedman: 

RE: Proclamation Request – International Women’s Day – March 8, 2026 

 

I am writing to advise that your proclamation request has been approved in accordance with the 

Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the 

Town of Newmarket will proclaim March 8, 2026 as International Women’s Day. Approved 

proclamations, lighting requests, and community flag raisings will be listed on the Town’s website. 

Approved lighting and community flag raisings will also be communicated to the public through 

the Town’s social media.   

 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Simon Granat 

Legislative Coordinator 
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Office of the Mayor  I  Town of Newmarket  I  395 Mulock Drive  I  PO Box 328 STN Main  I  Newmarket, ON  I  

L3Y 4X7 
Phone. 905-953-5300 x.2000  I  Fax. 905-953-5102  I  Email: jtaylor@newmarket.ca 

 
 
February 18, 2026 

 

Sent to:  

Dear Angel Freedman: 

 

RE: Proclamation Request – International Women’s Day – March 8, 2026 

 
On behalf of the Town of Newmarket Council I am pleased to recognize International 

Women’s Day as March 8, 2026  

Thank you for submitting your request and for your contributions to the community.   
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 

 
 
John Taylor 
Mayor 
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Simon Granat 
Legislative Coordinator 

Town of Newmarket 

395 Mulock Drive   

P.O. Box 328 Station Main  

Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 

Email: sgranat@newmarket.ca 

Tel: 905-953-5300 ext. 2207 

Fax:  905-953-5100 

 
 
February 27, 2026 

Sent to:  

Dear Seniors Iranian Multicultural Association (SIMA): 

RE: Flag Raising Request – March 18 and 19, 2026 – Raising the Lion and Sun Flag 

 

I am writing to advise that your proclamation request has been approved in accordance with the 

Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the 

community flag pole located at the Newmarket Municipal Offices (395 Mulock Drive) will fly your 

flag on March 18 and 19, 2026 to recognize raising the Lion and Sun Flag. Please note that the 

flag must be dropped off at the Town of Newmarket Municipal Offices located at 395 Mulock Drive 

by 4:00 PM on March 16, 2026. ATTN: Facility Services. Alternatively, you can leave it in the drop 

off box at the front of the building after 4:00 PM. 

 

Approved lighting and community flag raisings will also be communicated to the public through 

the Town’s social media.   

 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Simon Granat 

Legislative Coordinator 
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Simon Granat 
Legislative Coordinator 

Town of Newmarket 

395 Mulock Drive   

P.O. Box 328 Station Main  

Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 

Email: sgranat@newmarket.ca 

Tel: 905-953-5300 ext. 2207 

Fax:  905-953-5100 

 
 
February 27, 2026 

Sent to:  

Dear Angela Driscoll:  

RE: Proclamation and Flag Request – World Down Syndrome Day – March 21, 2026 

 

I am writing to advise that your proclamation request has been approved in accordance with the 

Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the 

Town of Newmarket will proclaim March 21, 2026 as World Down Syndrome Day. Approved 

proclamations, lighting requests, and community flag raisings will be listed on the Town’s website. 

Approved lighting and community flag raisings will also be communicated to the public through 

the Town’s social media.   

 

In addition, the community flag pole located at the Newmarket Municipal Offices (395 Mulock 

Drive) will fly your flag on March 20, 2026 to March 24, 2026 to recognize World Down 

Syndrome Day. Please note that the flag must be dropped off at the Town of Newmarket 

Municipal Offices located at 395 Mulock Drive by 4:00 PM on March 18, 2026 ATTN: Facility 

Services. Alternatively, you can leave it in the drop off box at the front of the building after 4:00 

PM. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Simon Granat 

Legislative Coordinator 
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Simon Granat 
Legislative Coordinator 

Town of Newmarket 

395 Mulock Drive   

P.O. Box 328 Station Main  

Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 

Email: sgranat@newmarket.ca 

Tel: 905-953-5300 ext. 2207 

Fax:  905-953-5100 

 
 
February 27, 2026 

Sent to:  

Dear Poonam Jusrut: 

RE: Lighting Request – World Tuberculosis Day – March 24, 2026 

 

I am writing to advise that your proclamation request has been approved in accordance with the 

Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the 

Town of Newmarket will illuminate the Fred A. Lundy Bridge located on Water Street in red on 

March 24, 2026 to recognize World Tuberculosis Day. Please note that the lighting will occur from 

sunset until 11:00 PM. Approved proclamations, lighting requests, and community flag raisings 

will be listed on the Town’s website. Approved lighting and community flag raisings will also be 

communicated to the public through the Town’s social media.   

 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Simon Granat 

Legislative Coordinator 
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Simon Granat 
Legislative Coordinator 

Town of Newmarket 

395 Mulock Drive   

P.O. Box 328 Station Main  

Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 

Email: sgranat@newmarket.ca 

Tel: 905-953-5300 ext. 2207 

Fax:  905-953-5100 

 
 
February 27, 2026 

Sent to: aricka@autoimmune.org 

Dear Aricka Tuttle: 

RE: Lighting Request – Autoimmune Awareness Month – March 2026 

 

I am writing to advise that your proclamation request has been approved in accordance with the 

Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the 

Town of Newmarket will illuminate the Fred A. Lundy Bridge located on Water Street in blue-

magenta on March 30, 2026 to recognize Autoimmune Awareness Month.  Please note that the 

lighting will occur from sunset until 11:00 PM. Approved proclamations, lighting requests, and 

community flag raisings will be listed on the Town’s website. Approved lighting and community 

flag raisings will also be communicated to the public through the Town’s social media.   

 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Simon Granat 

Legislative Coordinator 
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Simon Granat 
Legislative Coordinator 

Town of Newmarket 

395 Mulock Drive   

P.O. Box 328 Station Main  

Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 

Email: sgranat@newmarket.ca 

Tel: 905-953-5300 ext. 2207 

Fax:  905-953-5100 

 
 
February 27, 2026 

Sent to:  

Dear Larry Gifford: 

RE: Lighting Request – April 10, 2026 — Spark the Night World Parkinson’s Day 

 

I am writing to advise that your proclamation request has been approved in accordance with the 

Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the 

Town of Newmarket will illuminate the Fred A. Lundy Bridge located on Water Street in medium 

blue on April 10, 2026 to recognize Spark the Night World Parkinson’s Day. Please note that the 

lighting will occur from sunset until 11:00 PM. Approved proclamations, lighting requests, and 

community flag raisings will be listed on the Town’s website. Approved lighting and community 

flag raisings will also be communicated to the public through the Town’s social media.   

 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Simon Granat 

Legislative Coordinator 
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Simon Granat 
Legislative Coordinator 

Town of Newmarket 

395 Mulock Drive   

P.O. Box 328 Station Main  

Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 

Email: sgranat@newmarket.ca 

Tel: 905-953-5300 ext. 2207 

Fax:  905-953-5100 

 
 
February 27, 2026 

Sent to: wfh@wfh.org 

Dear Gaelle Coicou: 

RE: Lighting Request – April 17, 2026 – Light it Up Red! World Hemophilia Day 

 

I am writing to advise that your proclamation request has been approved in accordance with the 

Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the 

Town of Newmarket will illuminate the Fred A. Lundy Bridge located on Water Street in red on 

April 17, 2026 to recognize Light it Up Red! World Hemophilia Day. Please note that the lighting 

will occur from sunset until 11:00 PM. Approved proclamations, lighting requests, and community 

flag raisings will be listed on the Town’s website. Approved lighting and community flag raisings 

will also be communicated to the public through the Town’s social media.   

 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Simon Granat 

Legislative Coordinator 
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Simon Granat 
Legislative Coordinator 

Town of Newmarket 

395 Mulock Drive   

P.O. Box 328 Station Main  

Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 

Email: sgranat@newmarket.ca 

Tel: 905-953-5300 ext. 2207 

Fax:  905-953-5100 

 
 
February 27, 2026 

Sent to: nicole@fertilitymatters.ca 

Dear Nicole Ford: 

RE: Proclamation Request – Light the Night – Fertility Matters – April 23, 2026 

 

I am writing to advise that your proclamation request has been approved in accordance with the 

Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the 

Town of Newmarket will illuminate the Fred A. Lundy Bridge located on Water Street in green on 

April 23, 2026 to recognize Light the Night – Fertility Matters. Please note that the lighting will 

occur from sunset until 11:00 PM. Approved proclamations, lighting requests, and community flag 

raisings will be listed on the Town’s website. Approved lighting and community flag raisings will 

also be communicated to the public through the Town’s social media.   

 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Simon Granat 

Legislative Coordinator 
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